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Tfte copies of this pamphlet which are furnished to city, 
town and other officers are for their official use, and should 
be carefully preserved by them and transmitted to their suc- 
cessors in office so long as the laws contained in the pamphlet 
remain in force. 



NOV 2 8 1934 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\ 



ACTS OF 1910. 



Chapter 44. 
An Act relative to primaries and elections. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section four of chapter five hundred and sixty of the acts 1907, seo, 
of the year nineteen hundred and seven is hereby amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following : — Whenever primaries 
the day of the week designated for a primary or election ^'^^^ ®^®«**<*'^8- 
falls upon a holiday, said primary or election shall be held 
on the day succeeding said holiday. 

Approved Fehruary 1, 1910. 



Chapter 55. 

An Act to prohibit the publication of unsigned po- 
litical ADVERTISEMENTS, CIRCULARS OR POSTERS IN 
CERTAIN OASES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section one of chapter five hundred and §^°'^i^fn4ed. 
eighty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
seven is hereby amended by inserting after the word 
" oflSce '', in the fifth line, the words : — or a constitutional 
amendment or any other question submitted to the voters, 
— so as to read as follows: — Section 1. No person shall ^^slmS 
publish or cause to be published in a newspaper or other ^rtteOTients 
periodical, either in its advertising or reading columns, any prohibited, 
paid matter which is designed or tends to aid, injure, or 
defeat any candidate for public oflSce, or a constitutional 
amendment or any other question submitted to the voters, 
unless the name of the chairman or secretary or the names 
of two oflScers of the political or other organization inserting 
the same, or the name of some voter who is responsible 
therefor, with his residence and the street and number 
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1907, 581. 
9 2, amended. 
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1907, 560, 
amended. 



Penalty for 
writing, 
printing, 
posting, 
distributing, 
etc., anony- 
mous circu- 
lars, etc. 



thereof, if any, appear therein in the nature of a signature. 
Such matter inserted in reading columns shall be preceded 
or followed by the word " Advertisement '' in a separate 
line, in type not smaller than that of the body type of the 
newspaper or other periodical. 

Section 2. Section two of said chapter five hundred 
and eighty-one is hereby amended by inserting after the 
word " principle ", in the fourth line, the words : — or a 
constitutional amendment or any other question submitted 
to the voters, — so as to read as follows : — Section 2. 
No person shall pay the owner, editor, publisher, or agent of 
a newspaper or otiier periodical to induce him editorially 
to advocate or oppose any candidate for public oflSce or 
political principle, or a constitutional amendment or any 
other question submitted to the voters ; and no such owner, 
editor, publisher, or agent shall accept such payment. This 
provision shall not apply to the outright purchase of such 
newspaper or periodical. 

Section 3. Section four hundred and thirty of chapter 
five hundred and sixty of the acts of the year nineteen hun- 
dred and seven is hereby amended by inserting after the 
word " action ", in the sixth line, the words : — or which 
is designed or tends to aid, injure, or defeat a constitutional 
amendment or any other question submitted to the voters, 
— so as to read as follows: — Section JiSO. Whoever in- 
tentionally writes, prints, posts or distributes, or causes to 
be written, printed, posted or distributed, a circular or 
poster which is designed or tends to injure or defeat any 
candidate for nomination or election to any public office, by 
criticising his personal character or political action, or 
which is designed or tends to aid, injure, or defeat a con- 
stitutional amendment or any other question submitted to 
the voters, unless there appears upon such circular or poster 
in a conspicuous place either the names of the chairman and 
secretary, or of two officers of the political or other organi- 
zation issuing the same, or of some voter who is responsible 
therefor, with his name and residence, and the street and 
number thereof, if any, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than six months. 

Approved February 9, 1910. 
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Acts, 1910.— Chaps. 110, 136, 147. 

Chapter 110. 

An Act relative to the filing of oeetifioates of 
nomination and nomination papers for elections 

IN TOWNS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. All certificates of nominatioii for town pmngof 
offices filed on or before the second Saturday, and nomina- ?o?eiectioM 
tion papers filed on or before the Monday, preceding the ^°***^''^- 
election shall, for the year nineteen hundred and ten, be 
valid. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved February 23, 1910. 



Chapter 136. 

An Act relative to the municipal election and the 
municipax year in the city of holyoke. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section five of chapter four hundred and 5®5^,^imended. 
thirty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-six is hereby amended by striking out the word 
" second ", in the second line, and inserting in place thereof 
the word : — first, — so as to read as follows : — Section 5. ^^i^i^* ^^ 
The municipal election shall take place annually on the first nmnicipai 

m 1 j> -r\ ^ ii ••! ini- year in City 

luesday oi December, and the municipal year shall begin of Hoiyoke. 
at ten o'clock in the morning on the first Monday of Jan- 
uary next following, and continue until ten o'clock in the 
morning on the first Monday of January next following. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance when to 
by the board of aldermen of the city of Holyoke. 

Approved February 28, 1910. 



Chapter 147. 

An Act relative to the posting of voting lists. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section sixty-two of chapter five hundred and sixty of the i907, 560, 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and seven is hereby Smended. 
amended by striking out the word " thirty ", in the third 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 



Acts, 1910. — Chap. 168. 



Posting of 
voting lists. 



line, and inserting in place thereof the word : — sixty, — 
so as to read as follows : — Section 62. They shall, at least 
twenty days before the annual city or town election, and in 
every place except Boston, at least sixty days before the 
annual state election, and in Boston, except in the years 
designated for preparing new general registers, twenty-four 
days at least before the annual state election, cause copies 
of the voting lists prepared in accordance with the two pre- 
ceding sections to be posted in their principal oflSce and in 
one or more other public places in the city or town, and in 
each precinct therein. Approved March 2, 1910. 



1908, 160. 
§ 1, amended. 
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Chapter 158. 

An Act to peovide that the license commission of 
the town of montague shall be elected by ballot. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and 
sixty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word " elect ", in 
the first line, the words : — by ballot, — so as to read as 
follows: — Section 1. The town of Montague shall elect, 
by ballot, at its annual March meeting a license commission 
consisting of three members, to serve for the following 
terms : one member for one year, one member for two years 
and one member for three years. They shall hold office 
until their respective successors are elected and qualified, 
and thereafter at every annual March meeting one member 
of said board shall be elected for the term of three years. 
Any vacancy in said board occurring during the year shall 
be filled by the selectmen, and the person or persons so 
appointed to fill such vacancy shall serve until the next 
annual town meeting. 

Section 2. The action of said town taken by vote in 
town meetings held April eighth, nineteen hundred and 
eight, and March first, nineteen hundred and nine, in ac- 
cepting the provisions of said chapter one hundred and sixty 
is hereby ratified and confirmed as a valid acceptance of 
said act. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 4, 1910. 
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Acts, 1910. — Chaps- 176, 182, 200. 



Chapter 176. 

An Act belative to designations on the official bal- 
lot AT MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF TAUNTON, 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section six of chapter four hundred and forty-eight of J^e^^ii^Sded. 
the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine is hereby 
amended by adding at the end thereof the words : — The Designatioii 
name of each candidate nominated at said preliminary elec- Sumicip^* 
tion or caucus shall be printed on the ballot for the munici- TamJton."^ 
pal election following, with this designation only, " Caucus 
Nominee." Approved March 5, 1910. 



Chapteb 182. 

An Act belative to the filling of vacancies in nom- 
ination PAPEBS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section one hundred and twenty-six of chapter five hun- i907» seo, 
dred and sixty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and amenied. 
seven is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the 
words : — If at any time subsequent to the expiration of the Fining of . 
time for filling vacancies it shall appear that a vacancy has nonSnaS!)n^ 
been created by death, the chairman of the city or town ^*^®"* 
committee may file with the city or town clerk or, in 
Boston, with the election commissioners, a new name to fill 
such vacancy ; and if the time is suflScient therefor, the new 
name shall be printed upon the oflScial ballot. 

Approved March 7, 1910. 



Chapter 200. 

An Act belative to the placing of statements on 
nomination papebs. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter five hun- 1907, seo, 
dred and sixty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and Lidded, 
seven is hereby amended by striking out the words " such 
be the fact '', in the sixth line of the first paragraph, and 
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Oertain in- 
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for elective 
offices. 



inserting in place thereof the words : — he is at the time an 
incumbent of the oflSce for which he seeks renomination for 
another term, but not otherwise, — so that the said para- 
graph will read as follows: — Section 121. The nomina- 
tion paper for an elective office shall give the name of the 
candidate, the street and number, if any, of his residence, 
and may, in not more than eight words, state his occupation, 
the public offices he has held or that he is a candidate for 
renomination, provided that he is at the time an incumbent 
of the office for which he seeks renomination for another 
term, but not otherwise. Approved March 11, 1910. 



School com- 
mittee, city 
of Newton, 
election, 
terms, etc. 



When to 
take effect. 



Chapter 232. 

An Act eelative to the school committee of the city 
of newton. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The school committee of the city of Newton 
shall consist of the mayor, ex-officio, and seven members, 
one from each ward of the city. The terms of office of all 
members of the school committee shall expire upon the 
second Monday of January, nineteen hundred and eleven. 
At the annual city election in December, nineteen hundred 
and ten, there shall be elected seven members, whose term of 
office shall begin upon said second Monday of January, one 
from ward one for one year, one from ward two for two 
years, one from ward three for three years, one from ward 
four for one year, one from ward five for two years, one 
from ward six for three years, and one from ward seven for 
one year. Thereafter at each city election there shall be 
elected members for three years to fill the places of those 
whose terms of office expire upon the succeeding second 
Monday of January. 

Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the voters of 
the city of Newton at the next annual state election, and 
shall take effect if a majority of. the voters voting thereon 
vote in the affirmative. Approved March 18, 1910. 
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Acts, 1910. — Chap. 239. 9 

Chapter 239. 
An Act to provide that the teem of office of the 

MAYOB of the CITY OF WOECESTEB SHALL BE TWO 
YEARS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section twenty-two of chapter four hundred \^^^j ^**' 
and forty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and <wneiided. 
ninety-three, entitled " An Act ito revise the charter of the 
city of Worcester ", is hereby amended by inserting after 
the word " elected ", in the first line, the word : — bien- 
nially, — by inserting before the word " municipal ", in 
the second and third lines, the word : — two, — and by 
striking out the word " year '', in the third line, and insert- 
ing in place thereof the word : — years, — so as to read as 
follows : — Section 22. The mayor shall be elected bien- Mayor of city 
nially from the qualified voters of the city, and shall hold election^* '* 
office for the two municipal years next succeeding his elec- *®""' **^* 
tion and until his successor is elected and qualified, except 
that when elected to fill a vacancy he shall hold office only 
for the unexpired term and until his successor is elected and 
qualified. 
. Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the qualified Ss^fp^lJSce' 
voters of the city of Worcester at the annual city election JJitterto' 
in the year nineteen hundred and ten; and the city clerk ▼o*e«- 
shall, not less than one week before said election, transmit 
by mail or otherwise, to every registered voter in said city 
a copy of the act. The vote shall be taken by ballot in 
answer to the following question : — Shall an act passed by 
the general court i^ the year nineteen hundred and ten, 
entitled " An Act to provide that the term of office of the 
mayor of the city of Worcester shall be two years ", and pro- 
viding that the mayor shall be elected biennially 
and shall hold office for the two municipal years 
next succeeding his election, be accepted ? 

Section 3. So much of this act as authorizes its sub- T^^^iP . 

1 <• • 1 • 1 1-1 1 PI* . **^® effect. 

mission to the voters of said city shall take effect upon its 
passage, and it shall take full effect when accepted by the 
voters of the city as herein provided. 

Approved March 18, 1910. 



YKS. 




HO. 





Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 



Acts, 1910. — Chaps. 246, 250. 
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Chapter 246. 
An Act to extend the term of office of sheriffs. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. At the annual state election in the year 
nineteen hundred and ten, and in every fifth year there- 
after, a sheriff shall be chosen by the voters in each county. 

Section 2. Section three hundred and fifty of chapter 
five hundred and sixty of the acts of the year nineteen hun- 
dred and seven is hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 18, 1910. 



1894, 475, 
§ 2, etc., 
amended. 



City council 
of the city of 
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Chapter 250. 

An Act relative to the city council of the city of 
worcester. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section two of chapter four hundred and 
seventy-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-four, as amended by chapter one hundred and 
twenty-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and - 
two, is hereby further amended by striking out the said 
section and inserting in flace thereof the following: — 
Section 2. The city council of the city of Worcester shall 
be composed of two branches, one of which shall be called 
the board of aldermen, and the other the common council. 
The board of aldermen shall be composed of one alderman 
from each of the several wards in the city and one alderman 
at large. The members of the said board shall be elected 
as follows : — At the annual city election held in the year 
nineteen hundred and eleven there shall be elected by and 
from the qualified voters of the whole city an alderman at 
large who shall hold oflSce for the municipal year next suc- 
ceeding his election. At the annual city election held in the 
year nineteen hundred and twelve, and biennially there- 
after, there shall be elected by and from the qualified voters 
of the whole city an alderman at large who shall hold oflice 
for the two municipal years next succeeding his election. 
At the annual city election held in the year nineteen hun- 
dred and eleven there shall be elected by and from the 
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qualified voters of each of the odd-numbered wards, one 
alderman who shall hold office for the municipal year next 
succeeding his election ; and from each of the even-num- 
bered wards there shall be elected, by and from the qualified 
voters thereof, one alderman who shall hold office for the • 
two municipal years next succeeding his election. There- 
after, annually, there shall be elected, for the term of two 
years, as many aldermen as may be necessary to fill the 
vacancies occurring by reason of expiration of terms of 
service. Members of the common council shall be elected co^^-J^en. 
by the qualified voters of each ward. The common council Jj^*°^^^ 
shall consist of three members from each ward, who shall be 
residents of the wards from which they are elected. At 
each election until a new division of the city into wards is 
made there shall be elected as many common councilmen 
as may be necessary to fill the vacancies caused by expira- 
tion of terms of service, who^ shall hold office for the two 
municipal years next succeeding their election. In any 
year when a new division of the city into wards is made the 
terms of all the members of the common council shall expire 
at the end of that municipal year. In the municipal elec- 
tion succeeding such new division of the city into wards 
there shall be elected three common councilmen from each 
ward, two of those so elected from the even-numbered wards 
to hold office for the two municipal years next succeeding 
their election, and one of those so elected from the even- 
numbered wards to hold office for one municipal year next 
succeeding his election ; two of those so elected from each 
of the odd-numbered wards to hold office for the municipal 
year next succeeding their election, and one of those so • 
elected from each of the odd-numbered wards to hold office 
for the two municipal years next succeeding his election. 
Thereafter, annually, there shall be elected as many com- 
mon councilmen for the two municipal years next succeed- 
ing their election as may be necessary to fill the vacancies 
caused by expiration of terms of service. 

Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the qualified JJi^^'ance^ 
voters of the city of Worcester at the annual city election ^i^^l^' 
in the year nineteen hundred and ten ; and the city clerk voters, etc. 
shall, not less than one week before said election, transmit 
by mail or otherwise, to every registered voter in the city 
a copy of this act. The votes shall be taken by ballot in 
answer to the following question : — Shall an act passed by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 



Acts, 1910. — Chap. 276. 



When to 
take effect. 



YES. 




HO. 





the general court in the year nineteen hundred and ten, 
entitled " An Act relative to the city council of the city of 
Worcester ", and providing for the election of 
the members of the board of aldermen for a term 
of two years, be accepted ? 

Section 3. So much of this act as authorizes its sub- 
mission to the voters of said city shall take effect upon its 
passage, and it shall take full effect when accepted by the 
voters of the city as herein provided. 

Approved March 18, 1910. 
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Chapter 276. 
An Act relative to town meetings in the town of 

READING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows^ 

Section 1. At all town meetings held in the town of 
Reading the town shall use a system of registering turn- 
stiles for determining the number of persons admitted to 
each meeting. The selectmen shall appoint officers to have 
charge of the turnstiles, and shall determine from them the 
number of persons admitted to each meeting, and at the 
adjournment thereof shall make a return to the town clerk 
under oath, which may be administered by him, of the 
number of persons who have been admitted to such meeting, 
as registered by the turnstiles. The town clerk shall imme- 
diately make a record of such return in the records of the 
meeting, which record shall have the same legal force and 
effect as the records of the proceedings of the meeting. All 
such returns shall be preserved by the town clerk until at 
least twenty days after the final adjournment or dissolution 
of the meeting to which they relate, and shall be open to 
public inspection. 

Section 2. Any vote passed at an original or adjourned 
town meeting to which four hundred or more persons shall 
have been admitted shall, upon petition, be submitted to the 
voters at large for ratification at a subsequent town meet- 
ing, as hereinafter provided, except that votes for moder- 
ator, or for any town, county, state or national officer, or on 
any proposition on which by any special or general law of 
the commonwealth a yea or nay vote is required to be taken 
by ballot, shall be final. No vote subject to ratification 



. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Acts, 1910. — Chap. 276. 13 

under the provisions of this act shall take effect until the 
expiration of the time herein limited for filing a petition 
for ratification; nor, if such petition be filed, until after 
such vote shall be ratified in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Section 3. If within five days after the final adjourn- oauingof 
ment or dissolution of such town meeting a petition ad- townmietLgs, 
dressed to the selectmen shall be filed with the town clerk, ®*®' 
signed by at least fifty legal voters of the town, requesting 
that any vote or votes passed at such meeting, except the 
final votes before mentioned, be submitted to the voters of 
the town for ratification, then the selectmen shall, after the 
expiration of said five days, forthwith call a town meeting 
for the sole purpose of so submitting such vote or votes. 
In case two or more votes passed at a town meeting relate 
to one subject-matter, and a petition is filed as aforesaid 
for the ratification of one or more such votes, the select- 
men may in their discretion submit, in addition to those 
for which petitions are filed, any or all of the votes re- 
lating to the same subject-matter; and for this purpose 
a vote to borrow money shall be held to relate to the 
same subject-matter as the vote or votes to appropriate 
the money to be borrowed. The polls shall be opened at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, and shall be closed not 
earlier than nine o'clock in the evening, and a vote shall 
be taken by ballot upon the question, " Shall the fol- 
lowing vote (or votes) passed at the town meeting (or 
at the adjourned town meeting,) held on the yb». 

day of , nineteen , be ratified? Vote : ^^' " 

Any vote or votes submitted for ratification, as aforesaid, J^oritT^'^* 
receiving a majority of the votes cast thereon, shall be con- J^ JJ*^jj*;^|* 
sidered to be ratified, otherwise such vote or votes shall have ered ratified, 
no force or effect : provided, that if any vote required for proviso, 
its original passage more than a majority of the votes cast, 
then a like proportion of votes shall be required for ratifi- 
cation. 

Section 4. Every petition filed as aforesaid shall forth- Petitions to be 

ft X A nn 1 Ti ftii D'v 

with be examined by the town clerk, who shall ascertain town clerk, 
therefrom the number of legal voters whose signatures are 
attached thereto, and shall make a record thereof, and such 
record, together with a copy of the petition, exclusive of 
the names affixed thereto, shall be inserted in the records of 
the meeting for ratification of the vote or votes named in the 
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Acts, 1910. — Chap. 289, 

petition, which record shall have the same legal force and 
effect as the record of the proceedings of such meeting. All 
such petitions shall be preserved by the town clerk until at 
least twenty days after the final adjournment or dissolution 
of said meeting, and during that period shall be open to 
public inspection. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of the 
town to prepare the ballots to be used at the said town meet- 
ings, and the conduct of the meetings shall be under their 
charge, subject to the laws relating to elections, so far as the 
same may be applicable. 

Section 6. A meeting shall be held for the purpose of 
submitting the question of the acceptance of this act to the 
legal voters of the town at some time within two years after 
the passage hereof. At such meeting the polls shall be open 
not less than eight hours, and the vote shall be taken by 
ballot, as in the case of the annual town election, in answer 
to the question, " Shall an act passed by the general court 
in the year nineteen hundred and ten, entitled *An Act 
relative to town meetings in the town of Reading,' and pro- 
viding for the ratification of certain votes passed at such 
meetings, be accepted by the town ? " and the aflSrmative 
votes of a majority of the voters present and voting thereon 
shall be required for its acceptance. If at any meeting so 
held this act shall fail to be accepted, it may, at the expira- 
tion of three months after any such previous meeting, be 
submitted again for acceptance, but not after the period of 
two years from the passage of this act. 

Section 7. So much of this act as authorizes the sub- 
mission of the question of its acceptance to the legal voters 
of the town shall take effect upon its passage, but it shall 
not take further effect unless accepted by the legal voters 
of the town as herein prescribed. 

Approved March 24, 1910. 
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Chapter 289. 
An Act eelative to the superintendent of stbeets of 

THE city of LAWBENCE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and 
sixty-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and one 
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is hereby amended by striking out the word " January ", 
in the fourth line, and inserting in place thereof the word : 
— April, — so as to read as follows: — Section 1. The Superhiten. 
superintendent of streets of the city of Lawrence shall here- dtyof Law- 
after be elected by the voters of the city at the annual city SSS!' * ^ ^^* 
election, and shall hold office for two years from the first 
Monday in April following his election. Vacancies in the vacancies, 
office may be filled for the unexpired term by appointment 
by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the board of alder- 
men. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March ^5, 1910. 



Chapter 293. 

An Act relative to the location upon the official 
ballot in the city of cambridge of names of can- 
didates for aldermen. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The names of candidates for aldermen in Location of 
the city of Cambridge shall be printed upon the official candidatei 
ballot in the order in which they may be drawn by the city on'tL oScfS 
clerk whose duty it shall be to make such drawing. The ©f^oaiSbridie. 
city clerk shall, before proceeding to draw the names as 
aforesaid, give notice in writing to the several candidates 
of the time and place of the drawing, and every such can- 
didate may be present thereat or may be represented by one 
person. The said notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, 
to each candidate at the residence stated on the nomination 
papers, at least twenty-four hours before the time fixed for 
the drawing ; and the drawing shall be made not more than 
forty-eight hours after the last day for filing nominations 
for aldermen. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 25, 1910. 
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Chapter 520. 

An Act relative to the nomination by direct plu- 
rality VOTE OF senators AND REPRESENTATIVES IN THE 
GENERAL COURT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. In every district for the election of senator 
or representative in the general court wherein candidates 
are not now nominated by direct plurality vote, the ques- 
tion, " Shall nominations by political parties of 
candidates for the office of (senator or represent- 
ative) in this district be by direct plurality 
vote ? '' shall, at the state election, be placed upon the official 
ballots in said district upon a petition signed by the regis- 
tered voters therein in number equal to ten per cent of the 
number of votes cast for governor in the said district at the 
preceding annual state election. The signers of the said 
petition shall add to their signatures their residences with 
street and number, if any. The registrars of voters shall 
certify to the number, and the petition shall be filed with 
the secretary of the commonwealth at least sixty days before 
the election at which the question is to be submitted. 

Section 2. The vote upon the question aforesaid shall 
be returned and examined in the maimer required by law 
for the return and examination of votes for state officers. 
If the vote is in the affirmative in any district, the nomina- 
tion of candidates for senator or representative and, if in a 
senatorial district, the election of a member of the state 
committee by all political parties in said district, shall 
thereafter be by direct plurality vote. 

Section 3.- All provisions of law relative to caucuses of 
political parties and to nominations and elections in cau- 
cuses by direct plurality vote, and to ballots, returns, and 
the duties of city and town clerks and registrars, so far as 
they are applicable and not inconsistent herewith, shall 
apply to caucuses and elections held in accordance with the 
provisions of this act. 

The city and town clerks in each district shall constitute 
a canvassing board to determine the results of the said nom- 
inations or elections, and for this purpose they shall, in 
representative districts, meet at the places designated by 
law at which meetings are held to determine the results of 
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election of representatives in the general court, and in 
senatorial districts at places within said districts designated 
by the secretary of the commonwealth, at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon of the Monday preceding the day on which certifi- 
cates of nomination for senators and representatives in the 
general court are required by law to be filed with the secre- 
tary of the commonwealth. 

The said canvassing boards shall tabulate and determine Duties of 
the results of returns, and shall certify to the facts required tSSrlsf *"** 
by law. They shall furnish to the members of the state 
committee elected in the senatorial districts certificates of 
their election, and shall send to the secretary of the state 
committee of each political party the names and residences 
of the members of such party so elected. 

Section 4. At any time after one year from the date of Smtin^g' 
the election at which the provisions were adopted in any K'SlJect^'** 
district providing for nominations by direct plurality vote, ^JJJ^^^ 

the question, " Shall nominations by political 5?^°^*^ 

parties of candidates for the office of (senator or ^^^' upon petition. 

representative) by direct plurality vote be con- 

tinned ? " shall be placed upon the official ballot by a peti- 
tion in the same form and filed in the same manner as the 
petition provided for in section one of this act. 

Ketums of votes and determination of results shall be Returns of 
made in the manner set forth in section two. If the vote Snation of" 
in any district is in the negative, the nomination of candi- '®"^**» ®*®- 
dates for senator and representative and the election of a 
member of the state committee in that district by direct' 
plurality vote shall be discontinued. 

Approved May IS, 1910. 
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